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Official Investigation Report
Weems-Botts Museum
General Information

Location:  Weems-Botts Museum (Dumfries, VA)
Date: 09/15/12-09/16/12
Time: 530pm-2am
Investigators: Andrew, Alex, Synique, Andrew M, Vicki, Kayla
Non ODGH Investigators: Joanne and Weems-Botts Museum staff in Annex
Weather Conditions: Mostly Clear, Cool.
Inside temperature of  78-82 degrees (F)
Outside temperature of 55-50 degrees (F)
Experiences and Debunking

Personal Experiences: 
Gazebo Area- Andrew P. and Andrew M. had a Mysterious spike on the EMF Meter near the steps where the apparition photo was taken. 
Mary’s Room- Alex and Andrew M. and Curators heard loud, clear knocking heard from in the room. Throughout the night teams heard sounds and knocks coming from Mary’s room when they were downstairs. 

Synique and Andrew M. received knock responses after asking if anyone wanted them to leave.

Synique and Vicki hear a male voice while investigating in the room. *Captured on Audio, but sounds female.  
Room adjacent to Mary’s on first floor- Andrew P. and Synique heard a female hum possibly coming up from Mary’s Room. 
Room by Violet’s on first floor- Andrew P. and Vicki heard a female hum and a male voice talking from possibly Violet’s room or the room on the first floor near mary’s room. 

Debunking/ Alternative possibilities to paranormal:

-The window in Violet’s Room has a tendency to close by itself from the barometric pressure difference or vacuum effect of opening the front door to the museum. (This however does not explain why it would open). 
-The closet door in Mary’s Room has a very loose handle and if adjusted correctly (pushing the handle in only about half way) it can fall out creating the illusion of the door handle rattling.
-Lots of creaky floorboards and temperature change in the wood floors can kick up dust to create “orb” photographs, as well as make sounds that may be interpreted as paranormal.

-The photos taken of a black mist in Violet’s room, seem to be taken facing away from the outside window and were taken during the day. A possible explanation for some of the photos is the light from outside casting a shadow on the person or persons in the room creating that dark mist/shadow. (Although this was not full proof when comparing the photos to what shadows of people looked like.

Empirical Evidence 
Video Evidence:

None
Audio Evidence:

840pm-Synique and Vicki hear whispering in Mary’s room, which is also captured on the recorder (clip 1)
Best Clip**845pm-With no one in the room, a clear womans voice breathing or gasping is heard (Clip 2)

915pm-  Male whisper heard in Mary’s Room with no one in the museum (Clip 7)

930pm- Another male Whisper heard again in Mary’s Room with no one in the museum. (clip 3)

945pm- Same Female whisper voice in Mary’s room heard again with no one in the museum (clip 4)

1215am-Very loud sounds heard while no one is inside museum (clip 5)

1230am- Andrew M and Synique Get a Knock response when they ask if anyone wants them to leave (clip 6)

Photo Evidence:
None
Conclusion and Classification
Summary and Opinion:

Coming back to the Weems-Botts Museum to investigate after 6 years was a truly amazing experience.  The team had a great time investigating and had some awesome experiences as well! Throughout the night, male and female voices were heard inside the museum, knocks in response to questions were heard and a strange emf reading even happened in the Gazebo where an apparition photo was taken. All in all it was a great night. The review came up with some great audio clips of voices as well loud sounds with no one in the museum. While we cannot at this point say it is definitely haunted (mostly because of how faint most of the clips were) we would love to return again and see if we can catch more evidence of this very paranormally active museum! A special thanks goes out to Joanne and the Weems-Botts staff that stayed out with us that night.
Classification:
Level 3- Paranormally Active 
More details on classification meanings on website (www.odughosthunters.com).
