ODGH 

Official Investigation Report
Avenel Plantation
Location:  Avenel Plantation (Bedford, VA)
Date: 02/11/12-02/12/12
Time: 745pm-230am
Investigators: Andrew, Alex Mc, Jon
Non-ODGH Personnel: None on Scene 
Weather Conditions: Clear, Cold, Very Gusty
Inside temperature of 65-72 degrees 

Outside temperature of 15-20 degrees
Personal Experiences: 
1045pm Jon experiences the door handle turning open while he is in the bathroom on the first floor near the parlor room. Alex at command center also hears the squeaking sound of the handle turning.

1255am Andrew, Alex and Jon while at the command center hear glasses on the upstairs floor rattling, while no one is up there. (Sound of glasses rattling is produced by walking around the glasses)
Debunking/ Alternative possibilities to paranormal:

-There is a certain floorboard on the threshold of the bedroom Lee slept in connected to the main hallway outside of the room that produces a very strange sound (almost sounds like a woman laughing) and if stepped on, it will produce this sound.
-There is a window in the room where a man was seen by a child that creaks due to strong gusts of wind.

-The original wardrobe/dresser in the bedroom where Lee slept has sometimes loud creaking sounds when the wind leaks through windows and closes the doors to the wardrobe.

-Strong wind gusts can produce very strange creaking and groaning sounds in the house.

-Some of the windows especially in the room with all the appliances and boxes lying around, have a flexible plastic reinforcement that can bend when the wind gusts, producing a strange funhouse effect that the room is moving when you stare

 Video Evidence:

1239am-1240am DVR footage captured the Geophone (a vibration measuring device) going off by itself on the staircase near the bedroom where Lee slept. It is documented that the team was all on the first floor and it is the only time it happens while the team is on the first floor. 
Audio Evidence:

1255am The sound of glasses rattling was captured on a recorder placed in the bedroom where Lee had slept.

Photo Evidence:

(none)
Summary and Opinion:

Avenel Plantation is a truly beautiful site! We enjoyed our investigation of this former plantation home, even though it was freezing and the wind was howling! But nonetheless the investigation did yield a few interesting experiences one which we unfortunately did not capture on video or audio. But we did capture a couple of strange pieces of video and audio.  We were also able to effectively find some natural explanations for a few instances of phenomena which can help to explain what some people may be experiencing (only a possibility). In addition, this was the very first investigation we had done with only 3 investigators and it was a new experience for us. It worked out well with low audio and video contamination from us and allowed lots of good quiet recording. Though at this time with the evidence collected we cannot officially say it is haunted, we can say that there could be a potential for paranormal activity at the location. We had a great time and would love the opportunity to investigate in the future! 
Classification:
Level 2- Suspicious Activity (Out of 4 levels)

More details on classification meanings on website (olddominionghosthunters.tripod.com).
